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How to be Successful in Math 

Mastering any subject, especially mathematics, comes from practice, perseverance, and patience. Use our 

class time wisely, persevere through the daily assignments, be patient with yourself (and me), and you will be 

surprised at your accomplishment! 

 Take notes in class and keep them organized. 

 Check and correct your assignments daily using partners and/or the solutions provided in class. This 

information will be used on quizzes and test – corrected work will help you to study! Expect the average 

assignment to take 15-30 minutes to complete. 

 Participate in class discussions, actively engage in group activities/lessons, and ask questions! 

 Prepare for quizzes and tests – mostly by reviewing assignments – but also by reviewing notes and doing 

the assigned review problems. 

 Seek extra help if you are struggling! DO NOT WAIT TO ASK FOR HELP! 

 

General Policies and Procedures 

It is impossible to cover every scenario, but below are the most common procedures. In my class, I expect 

100 PERCENT compliance with the procedures. 

1. Before class: 

 Please use the restroom before class; visits after class starts will require the use of a bathroom pass. 

 Have all your supplies.  

2. Entering the class: 

 Come in quietly and respectfully. Socializing should happen during passing period. 

 Copy down the day’s assignment into your planner and start on the warm-up.  

 Take out the previous night’s assignment, a pencil, and a RED correcting pen. 

3. Personal conduct: 

 In our class, courtesy and respect are the guiding principles. 

 Refrain from speaking out. Either raise your hand and/or wait to be called on. 

 Keep all talk positive. Negative remarks about another person or idea are intolerable. 

 You may only have water in a closed bottle. No other food or drinks are allowed. 

4. Honor Code: 

 Do your own work on every single assignment. 

 Cheating of any kind, even on homework, is intolerable. 

5. Absences: 

 If you are absent one or two days, you will have one day for each day you missed to make up 

assignments for full credit. 

 If you are absent three or more days in a row, we can work on a plan to get you caught up. 

 If you miss only a test day, expect to make it up on the day you return. 

 If you miss only a review day, expect to take the test with the rest of the class. 

 

What to Bring to Class Every Day 

1. Red ball point pen for homework corrections (ALWAYS have back-up) 

2. School Planner (first one has already been provided to you) 

3. Graphing composition book (where all your work is conducted in) 

4. Multiple mechanical pencils with erasers. Pen is NOT accepted on any assignment. 

5. A folder designated just for math:  handouts, resource sheets, worksheets… 

6. Straightedge (a ruler with standard and metric measurements) 

7. Other helpful materials (but not required): colored pencils, markers/highlighters, calculator with a square 

root function 
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Behavior 

When the basic principles of courtesy and respect are not followed, consequences will result. I will follow 

Sonoran Trails policies outlined in the Student-Family Handbook.   

 Tardies   

 Dress code violations   

 Seriously wrong choices (this includes inappropriate language and behavior) 
 

Assignments 

Homework will be assigned daily and is the result of not completing assignments in class. I will post each 

assignment on the white board and online.  All assignments will be reviewed in class daily and graded on 

effort and completion. My basic no-nonsense homework policy is as follows: 

 

Your assignment is either in the classroom or it is not. 

If it is at home, lost in your backpack, or simply not done, you will receive a zero* 
 

Homework (Assignment) Tips for Success 

I can not emphasize strongly enough the importance of UNDERSTANDING the assignment problems 

during the course of each chapter. This means checking your answers while doing the problems, figuring out 

any incorrect problems, and asking questions about those you don't understand.  In math, understanding the 

assignment is everything…Practice makes Permanent!! 

 Check and correct your homework with a red pen in class daily. Participation is required. 

 Keep all assignments in your composition book/binder to help study for quizzes and tests. 

 Attempt all problems! Assignments are graded on effort and completion.  At a minimum, write down 

the problem, your best attempt at a solution, and any questions you have about the problem to ask the next 

class period – never leave questions blank! 

 If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to obtain any missing assignments and to schedule an 

appointment with me to make up any quizzes/tests you may have missed due to your absence.  

 * Late work: it is the student’s responsibility to show me their completed late work. 

      ~  1 day late = 80% (4/5 points) 

      ~  2 days late = 60% (3/5 points) 

      ~  3 days late = 40% (2/5 points) 
 

Assessments 

You will have a quiz roughly every 2-4 sections and 1-2 tests each chapter. Tests are closed-book but you 

will be able to use YOUR graphing composition book on quizzes. Quizzes are designed to take 25-30 

minutes while tests will generally take one class period. Quizzes serve as a check for understanding during a 

chapter and tests as a formal assessment of understanding. Test corrections will be available for students who 

score below a 75% for a maximum score of 75% (further instructions/guidelines about corrections will be 

provided later).  
 

Evaluation and Grades 

My philosophy is to focus on learning, not grades; however, the habit of striving toward mastery will 

usually have the consequence of a “good grade”. Grades are not simply a numerical computation, though 

scores on assessments have a significant impact. Your grade will be based on: 

 Categories:  

 7th Grade and Pre-Algebra:     80% for Evaluations (quizzes and tests) 

 7th Grade and Pre-Algebra:     20% for Classwork/homework/participation 

 

Textbooks 

 Online access:  https://www.bigideasmath.com/students/ or one can be checked out through the library. 

 We have a set of textbooks in the classroom for student use.   

 

https://www.bigideasmath.com/students/


This information page will be used as a primary source for making contact with my kids and their 

families.  Please share the needed information listed below…Thank you  

 

Signature page for Mrs. Finn’s procedures 

 

STUDENTS:  Please return this page to Mrs. Finn by Friday, August 16th , 2019 

 

I have read and understand the contents of Mrs. Finn’s procedures, especially the policy about homework 

being in class, and I agree to abide by them. 

 

 

Student’s name (print):  _________________________________________   Grade:  ______ Period______ 

 

 

Student’s signature:  ____________________________________________ 

 

Internet access (please check one): 

_________  I DO have access outside of school 

_________  I DO NOT have access outside of school 

 

 

PARENTS 

Kindly legibly provide the information below to help me communicate with you. Only Mrs. Finn will see this 

information. 

 

Primary parent contact:              

Best phone number during the day:             

Preferred e-mail address:              

Preferred method of contact (phone or e-mail) and best time(s) to call:      

   

 

I have read and understand the contents of Mrs. Finn’s procedures with my student and I agree to abide 

by them. 

 

Parent signature:  ____________________________________________ 

 

 

Additional comments or concerns I would like to share with Mrs. Finn:      

 

               

 

               

 

               

            *** ALL INFORMATION WILL BE KEPT STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL *** 


